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The Honorable Senator Ernest Hollings )
125 Russell Senate Office Building e Digtribution Center
Washington. DC 20510 _E ‘-

Dear Sen. Hollings:

The competitive aspects of the 1996 Telecommunications Act that you and other Members of
Congress worked so hard to pass are in danger of being eliminated at the hands of the Federal
Communications Commission. We write 10 ask your help in urging FCC Chairman Michael
Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect competition and the consumers and small
business owners it benefits.

As it undertakes in February its triennial review of the regulations governing the Unbundled
Network Element Platform (UNE-P). the Commission appears all but ready to hand the RBOCs
back the monopoly the Act was supposed to eliminate. If the Commission insists on enacting
onerous restrictions on access to UNE-P by Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECS), the
nation's small businesses and consumers will suffer.

The claims of the RBOCs that they are suffering under the current UNE-P regulations flies in the
face of both the TERIC pricing system and the steady gains the RBOCs are making in the long-
distance market. Now that they are getting the "carrot" promised by the 1996 Act, they also want
Congress to eliminate the "stick” so they can be free of the demands competition places on them.

Those competitive demands, of course, are what have given small businesses and consumers
across America a choice of phone companies, and with it the lower prices and superior service
that competition spawns. The highly-restricted UNE-P regime that RBOCs demand would
reverse all the benefits of competition since the passage of the 1996 Act- surely not what
Congress intended. Such restrictions also fly in the face of the position of state regulators, whose
ability to make decisions based on local competitive conditions was also enshrined in the law.

We thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue and respectfully ask
Ihat you continue to protect the interests of consumers and small businesses.

Singerely, 'J%
/érﬁ Finocchio

t D E
Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell Lls A L P —

FCC Commissioners: T T T T
Kathleen Q. Abemathy @
Michael J. Copps

Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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Dear Chairman McCain: } FCC'MA".FIOOM /‘é %.

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local Exchange Carriers
(CLECs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to small
businesses across America.

i'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and return our
customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the networks of the
incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element Platform (UNE-P). We fear
the Commission intends to SO severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs will not be able to obtain the network
access they needto serve their customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will face higher

prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress intended when it passed the
1996 Act.

Further. such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities Commissioners in
the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask lhat you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect Small businesses by
ensuring that CLECs continue t0 have the full accessto UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of Small businesses,
and the millions of Americans they employ.

Eugenta)T. Finocchio d
fi= nf f_;e;;i\:"‘_‘!'%Cd e
Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell LstA3GDE

FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S.Adelstiner
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Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act. Compeiilive Luval Caviicnige
Carriers (Clefs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to
small businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed lo eliminate.

The FCC intends io decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the
networks of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element
Platform (UNE-P). We fear the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs
will not be able to obtain the network access they need to serve their customers.

Ifthat happens, small businesses that today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will
face higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress
intended when it passedthe 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full accessto UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small
businesses, and the millions of Americans they employ.

Sincerely

J

Alex Steiner

Mot ss ed C
Cc:  FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell i h T B
FCC Commissioners: e
Kathleen Q. Abemathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan 3. Adelstiner
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The Honorable Senator John McC4in
241 Russell Senate Office Building , N ;
Washington, Dc 20510 FEB ¢ ¢ 2003 ‘

FCC - MAILROOM

Dear Chairman McCain:

Cuar

cinre the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act. Competitive Local Exchange
Carriers (Clefs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to

small businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the
networks of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element
Platform (UNE-P). We fear the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs
will not be able to obtain the network access they need to serve their customers.

If that happens, small businesses that today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will
face higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress
intended when it passedthe 1996 Act

Further. such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small
businesses, and the millions of Americans they employ.

Sincerely g
ROS

Alex Steiner

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abernalhy
Michael J. Copps e g e .
Kevin J. Martin b SRS a0
Johnathan S. Adelstiner JSYABCDE
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Dear Sen Hollings i‘:)‘r

The competitive aspects of the 1996 Telecommunications Act that you and other Members of Congress
worked so hard to pass are in danger of being eliminated at the hands of the Federal Communications
Commission. We write to ask your help in urging FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow
Commissioners to protect Competition and the consumers and small business owners it benefits.

As it undertakes in February its triennial review of the regulations governing the Unbundled Network
Element Platform (UNE-P), the Commission appears all but ready to hand the RBOCs back the monopoly
the Act was supposed to eliminate. If the Commission insists on enacting onerous restrictions on access
to UNE-P by Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECs), the nation's small businesses and
consumers will suffer.

The claims of the RBOCs that they are suffering under the current UNE-P regulations flies in the face of
both the TERIC pricing system and the steady gains the RBOCs are making in the long-distance market.
Now that they are getting the "carrot’ promised by the 1996 Act. they also want Congress t0 eliminate the
"stick" so they can be free of the demands competition places on them.

Those competitive demands, of course, are what have given small businesses and consumers across
America a choice of phone companies, and with it the lower prices and superior service that competition
spawns. The highly-restricted UNE-P regime that RBOCs demand would reverse all the benefits of
competition since the passage of the 1996 Act- surely not what Congress intended. Such restrictions
also fly in the face of the position of state regulators. whose ability io make decisions based on local
competitive conditions was also enshrined in the law.

We thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue and respectfully ask that
ymntinue o prot the 3r}e/ests of consumers and small businesses.
il

ncefély |

;x/ﬁ J#}L\_)

Dennis Danforth

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell . 7
FCC Commissioners: M. of Copiss rec'd
Kathleen Q. Abernathy HSADCDE

Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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The Honorable Senator John McCain o -8
241 Russell Senate Office Building Hiatripuhon Cen
Washington, Dc 20510

Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local Exchange Carriers
{CLECs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to small
businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and return our
customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends lo decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the networks of the
incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element Platform (UNE-P). We fear
the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs will not be able to obtain the network
access they needto serve their customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will face higher
prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress intended when it passed the
1996 Acl.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities Commissioners in
the statesto make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small businesses by
ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small businesses,
and the millions of Americans they employ.

Smcerely
éa/ dfﬁfrg?@a//

Eugen . Finocchio

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abemathy

Michael J. Copps o
Kevin J. Marlin M. of Copigs rec'd "

Johnathan S. Adelstiner LUstABCDE




ICUC’ INC’ ;“; R f ,.f_;;j;z ;. "%T?_'f :[‘_“‘ -

f‘}
791 SACCO PLACE
NORTH BELLMORE. NY 11710 ORIGINAL
201 507.92 I7 § FAX 201.507. 1095
; ®
RECENED & INSPECTED
~~piirrned ‘
FEB ¢ 6 2003 1
January 28, 2003 coa e 003 g
FCC - MAILROOM
The Honorable Senator John McCain | ... a0t OO“‘" = 1,
. o siriputio
241 Russell Senate Office Building (NS .{
Washington. D¢ 20510 /)

Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local Exchange Carriers

(CLECs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to small
businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the networks
of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element Platform (UNE-

P). We fear the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs will not be able to
obtain the network access they need to serve their customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will face
higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress intended
when it passedthe 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the statesto make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your lgadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of Small
sinasses, and the/mi Americans they employ.

ennis Danforth

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q . Abemathy . o
Michael J. Copps W LGRIRS
Kevin J. Martin WABCOE
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local Exchange Carriers
(CLECs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to small
businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and return gu:
customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the networks of the
incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element Platform (UNE-P). We fear
the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs will not be able to obtain the network
accessthey needto serve their customers.

If that happens, small businesses that today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will face higher
prices, poorer service, and N0 prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress intended when it passed the
1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities Commissioners in
the statesto make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small businesses by
ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small businesses,
and the millions of Americans they employ.

Sinc;rely, -,
éc/ ﬂwfﬁﬁdf“//m

Eugeni@/T. Finocchio

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell b
FCC Commissioners: T
Kathleen Q. Abernathy Mo.of Copesvaca (/4 .
Michael J. Copps LStABCDE

Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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Dear Chairman McCain:

FER 06 2003 ‘
!

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act. Competitive Local Exchange Carriers
(CLECSs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to small
businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designedto eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the networks
of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element Platform (UNE-
P). We fear the Commission intendsto so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs will not be able to
obtain the network access they need to serve their customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will face
higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress intended
when it passedthe 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the statesto make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protecl small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full accessto UNE-P they need.

on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small
Americans they employ.

Thank you for your lgadershi
blsingsses, and th

}\ ennis Danforth

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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The Honorable Senator John\‘rucCam
241 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington. Dc 20510 FCC MA".ROOM

Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local Exchange
Carriers (Clefs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to
small businesses across America.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the
networks of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element
Platform (UNE-P). We fear the Commission intends to SO severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs
will not be able to obtain the network access they needto serve their customers.

If that happens, small businesses that today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will
face higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simply not what Congress
intended when it passedthe 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full accessto UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small
businesses, and the millions of Americans they employ.

Sincerely

ra y

Alex Steiner

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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The Honorable Senator Ernest Hollings
125 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 205 10

Dear Sen Hollings

The competitive aspects of the 1996 TelecommunicationsAct that you and other Members of
Congress worked so ixard to pass are in danger of being eliminated @ the hards of the Federal
Communications Comritission. We write t¢ ask yéur heip in urging HCC Chairman Michael
Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect competition and the cohsumers and small
business owners it benefits.

As it undertakes in February its triennial review of the regulations governing the Unbundled
Network Element Platform (UNE-P), the Commission appears all but ready to hand the RBOCs
back the monopoly the Act was supposed to eliminate. If the Commission insists on enacting
onerous restrictions on access to UNE-P by Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECs), the
nation's small businesses and consumers will suffer.

The claims of the RBOC:s that they are suffering unde: the current UNE-P regulations fies in the
face of both the TELRIC pricing sysiem and the steacy gzins the RBOCs are making in the long-
distance market. Now that they are getting the *carrot™ promised by the 1996 ACT, they also
want Congress to eliminate the "'stick™ so they can be free of the demands competition places on
them.

Those competitive demands, of course, are what have given small businesses and consumers
across America a choice of phone companies, and with it the lower prices and superior service
that competition spawns. The highly restricted UNE-P regime that RBOCs demand would
reverse al the benefits of competition since the passage of the 1996 Act - surely not what
Congress intended. Such restrictions also fly in the face of the position of the state regulators,
w hose ability to make decision. Lased on loca! competitive conditions are also enshrined in the
law

o o M Topiesrecd
Sl . _ L ODE '



We thank yo: foryour leadership on this important telecommunicationsissue and respectfully
ask that you continue to protect the interests of consumers and small businesses.

Sincerely,

Nick Mastrgianni

Cc FCC Chairman ard Cei. miscioners
Chairman Michael K Powell \
Commissioner Kathleen Q Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S Adelstein
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January 28, 2003

The Honorable Senator Ernest Hollings
125 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen Hollings:

The competitive aspects of the 1996 TelecommunicationsAct that you and other Members of
Congress worked so hard to pass are in danger of being eliminated a the hands of the Federal
Communications Commission, We write to ask your help in urging FCC Chairman Michael
Powell and his fellow Commissionersto protect competition and the cohsumers and small
business owners it benefits.

As it undertakes in February its triennial review o the regulations governing the Unbundled
Network Element Platform (TINE-P),the Commission appears all but ready to hand the RBOCs
back the monopoly the Act was supposed to eliminate If the Commission insists on enacting
onerous restrictions on access to UNE-P by Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECS), the
nation's small businesses and consumers will suffer.

The claims of the RBOCs that they are suffering ninder. the current UNE-P regulations flies in the
face of both the TELRIC pricing systemand the steady gains the RBOCs are making in the loug-
distance market. Now that they are getting the “carrot” promiséd by the 1996 ACT, they also

want Congress to eliminate the "'stick™ so they can be free of the demands competition places on
them.

Those competitive demands, of course, are what have given small businesses and consumers
across America a choice of phone companies, and with it the lower prices and superior service
that competition spawns. The highly restricted UNE-P regime that RBOCs demand would
reverse al the benefits of competition since the passage of the 1996 Act - surely not what
Congress intended. Such restrictions als-» fly in the face of the position of the state regulators,
whose ability to make decisions based on local corapetitive corditions are aiso vnshrined in the
law.

rle



We thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunicationsissue and respectfully
ask that you continue to p:otect the interests of consumers and small businesses.

Sincerely,

Nick Mastroianni

Cc: FCC Chairman and Commissioners:
Chairman Michael K. Powell \
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael 9. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein



January 22,2003

Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., SW i;;m\ﬂrma—?ﬁ’
Washington, DC 20554

. . . ey
Dear Commissioner Adelstein: {)‘\stﬁb‘-mon et

I am an employee of Access Integrated Networks, Inc., a competitive local
telecommunications provider, and | would like to express my strong support for the
continued growth of competition in the local phone service marketplace.

Access and similar companies provide an alternative to the incumbent carrier for
local telephone service at very competitive prices. The ability to choose among
several options for local phone service has been proven beneficial in fostering
competition and reducing local phone bills for residential and small business
customers — key goals of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

lunderstand that the FCC is on the verge of changing the 'rules’ - effectively
removing consumers' ability to choose their local phone service provider. . .and
possibly causing harm to my company and its employees like myself.

Please consider the benefits competitive carriers like Access provide to residential
and small business customers and do not eliminate the availability of choice in
favor of a return to higher prices and a re-monopolization of the local phone
service market.

Thank you.

Vieht dashe
Vicki Sark

145 Hudson Way
Macon, GA 31216-6159
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PHONE MANAGEMENT ENTERPRISES. INC.

396 WASHINGTON AVENUE O CARLSTADT. NJ 07072-2806
201.5071951 = FAX 201.507.1095

January 28.2003

The Honorable Senator John McCain
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, Dc 20510

Dear Chairman McCain:

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act. Competitive Local Exchange

Carriers (Clefs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices and better phone service to
small businesses across America.

I’m writing today because the Federal Communications Commission is poised to destroy that promise and
return our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of the
networks of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise known as the Unbundled Network Element
Platform (UNE-P). We fear the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P regulations that CLECs
will not be able to obtain the network access they need to serve their customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today enjoy the benefits of competition for their phone service will
face higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition, This is simply not what Congress
intended when it passedthe 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public Utilities
Commissioners in the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect small
businesses by ensuring that CLECs continue to have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you for your leadership on this important telecommunications issue that affects millions of small
businesses, and the millions of Americans they employ.

Sincerely
I

Alex Steiner

Cc: FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC Commissioners:
Kathleen Q. Abemathy

Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Johnathan S. Adelstiner
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‘é, January 28, 2003
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The Honorable Senator John McCain (P(\ S e
241 Russell Senate Office Building N Oe‘} R G
Washington, DC 20510 &2 o IR 4111
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Dear Chariman McCain: Q\-'b PhSE 0 5 mare

Ever since the passage of the landmark 1996 Telecommunications Act, Competitive Local
Exchange Carriers (CLECs) have worked hard to fulfill the promise of providing lower prices
and better phone service to smail businesses across Armerica.

I'm writing today because the Federal Communications Cormission is puised to destroy that
promise and retcm our customers to the monopoly the 1996 Act was designed to eliminate.

The FCC intends to decide in February on new rules governing the availability of certain parts of
the networks of the incumbent telephone companies, otherwise know as the Unbundled Network
Element Platform (UNE-P). We fear the Commission intends to so severely restrict UNE-P
regulations that CLECs vill not be able to obtain the network access they need to serve their
customers.

If that happens, small businessesthat today ‘énjoy the Benefilk’'6f competition for their phone
service will face higher prices, poorer service, and no prospect of competition. This is simyply
not what Congress intended when it passed the 1996 Act.

Further, such onerous restrictions from Washington will greatly impede the ability of Public
Utilities Commissioners in the states to make the local decisions on competition contemplated by
the 1996 Act.

We ask that you urge FCC Chairman Michael Powell and his fellow Commissioners to protect
small businesses by ensuring that .CLECs continueto have the full access to UNE-P they need.

Thank you tor your leadership on this important telecommumcauonsl issue that c.ﬁ‘ects m|II|ons
of small businesses, and the millions of Ainericans they empioy. "

Sincgrely,

-y . o 7 N X 71 . X o . . . ‘ ;‘ N = N I
ick Mastfoianni '~ WHABCD
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Cc: FCC Chairman and Commissioners:
Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein



